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Joseph  Florimond  Loubat  1831-1927 

by  Pete  Smith 


Introduction 

Joseph  Florimond  Loubat's  Medallic  Histoiy  of  the  United  States  of 
America  177 6-187 61  is  one  of  the  great  works  in  American  numis- 
matic literature.  It  combines  thorough  research  with  high  quality 
presentation.  The  author  behind  the  book  is  both  fascinating  and 
mysterious.  While  he  received  high  honors  from  foreign  countries, 
he  also  became  embroiled  in  a scandal  that  may  have  driven  him 
from  America. 

When  I began  research  for  this  article,  I reviewed  numismatic  lit- 
erature for  prior  biographical  items  on  Loubat.  Except  for  my  earlier 
writings,2  I found  little  of  value. 

A brief  biography  of  Loubat  appears  in  Harper's  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Histoiy.3 4  The  same  information  later  appeared  in  Who  Was  Who 
in  America A In  the  latter  reference,  published  in  1968,  his  address 
was  given  but  no  date  of  death  was  given.  This  indicates  that  editors 
added  no  information  to  the  Harper's  listing. 

Some  biographical  publications  have  criteria  required  for  listings. 
Others  may  be  influenced  by  contributions  to  the  publication.  I was 
surprised  that  Loubat  did  not  meet  the  standard  or  pay  to  appear  in 
other  biographies. 

Autobiographies 

Loubat  published  two  books  on  his  life:  Le  Due  de  Loubat , 1831- 
1894  followed  several  years  later  with  Le  Due  de  Loubat , 1894-1912.5 
These  are  not  traditional  autobiographies  and  include  no  narrative. 
Each  volume  is  a collection  of  letters,  documents  and  certificates 
related  to  Loubat. 

All  the  letters  represent  official  business  relating  to  club  member- 
ships, acknowledgment  of  donations,  or  conference  of  titles  and 
honors.  These  provide  the  source  for  many  of  the  statements  appear- 
ing later  in  this  report.  There  are  no  letters  from  Loubat. 


1 J.  F.  Loubat,  Medallic  Histoiy  of  the  United  States  of  America  1776-1876 
(New  York,  1878). 

2 P.  Smith,  "Was  Loubat  a Gentleman?"  The  Numismatist  113  (2000),  pp. 
1419-20.  In  this  the  author  states  incorrectly  that  Loubat  was  born  in  Paris, 
based  on  C.  Amory,  Who  Killed  Society  (New  York,  1960)  p.  189. 

3 B.  Lossing,  "Loubat,  Joseph  Florimund,  Due  de"  Harper's  Encyclopedia 
ofU.  S.  History,  vol.  5,  (New  York,  1905)  p.  478. 

4 No  author,  "Loubat,  Joseph  Florimund,  Due  de"  in  Who  Was  Who  in 
America , vol.  4 1961-1968  (Chicago,  1968)  p.  586. 

5 J.  F.  Loubat,  Le  due  de  Loubat , 1831-1894  (Paris,  1894)  and  idem.,  Le 
due  ile  Loubat,  1894-1912  (Paris,  1912). 
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This  is  a curious  concept  for  a book.  I am  not  familiar  with  simi- 
lar monographs  and  wonder  if  there  are  other  examples.  Did  Loubat 
feel  a need  to  document  his  accomplishments  for  doubters? 

I would  like  to  read  Loubat's  interpretation  of  his  accomplish- 
ments and  the  events  of  his  life.  Evaluating  Loubat  from  these  docu- 
ments is  like  a view  through  a looking-glass.  We  see  only  the  reflec- 
tion. 

Most  of  the  documents  are  in  French.  Others  are  reproduced  in 
their  original  languages  of  English,  German,  Spanish  and  Swedish. 
Though  for  some  reason  the  citations  from  Pope  Leo  XI 11  are  pub- 
lished in  their  original  Latin  and  are  translated  into  French. 

The  books  suggest  that  Loubat  had  an  ego  needing  to  be 
stroked.  Who  else  would  think  that  anyone  would  care  about  these 
documents  a hundred  years  in  the  future?  Well,  1 would.  1 was  excit- 
ed to  find  the  second  book  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Library 
and  happy  later  to  buy  a copy  of  the  first. 

Loubat  produced  200  copies  of  the  first  book  and  250  of  the  sec- 
ond. My  copy  was  presented  to  "Miss  Fanny  Reed."  I suspect  that 
most  copies  were  presented  to  associates  or  to  institutions  and  clubs 
where  he  had  a membership.6 

A Wealthy  Father 

Loubat's  father,  Joseph  Alphonse  Loubat,  was  born  in  France  on 
June  18,  1799. 7 He  worked  as  a merchant  in  New  York  from  1827 
until  1844  when  he  retired  back  to  France  with  a sizable  fortune.8 
While  in  this  country,  he  planted  a vineyard  on  Long  Island  and 
wrote  a book  on  American  wine.9 

Loubat  built  railways  in  France,  an  enterprise  that  added  to  his 
fortune.  Early  horsecar  lines  rode  on  track  laid  above  the  surface  of 
adjacent  streets.  In  1852,  he  developed  a grooved  track,  known  as 
"system  Loubat."  that  lay  flush  with  the  street  to  improve  efficiency 
and  reduce  accidents.  The  system  was  exhibited  in  1853  with  a track 
at  the  World's  Fair.10  This  event  was  commemorated  in  France  on 
the  150th  anniversary  in  2003. 11 


6 The  copy  of  Loubat  1894-1912  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  is  unin- 
scribed. (Annex,  sub  basement  Quarto  921  L92) 

7 Loubat  (1894),  pp.  1-2,  an  affidavit  filed  in  1841. 

8 No  author,  "Death  of  Alphonse  Loubat"  New  York  Times,  October  14, 
1866,  p.  5. 

9 A.  Loubat,  The  American  Vine-Dresser's  Guide  (New  York,  1827).  Revised 
edition  1872.  One  bookseller  offers  the  1872  edition  "With  a signed  inscrip- 
tion by  the  author"  who  died  in  1866. 

10  Repeated  in  many  websites  without  attribution  to  the  original  source. 
See  for  example:  en.wikipedia.org.  This  was  probably  for  the  1855  World's 
Fair  in  Paris. 

11  See  "Hommage  a Alphonse  Loubat"  at  <www. sevres. ledverts>. 
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The  elder  Loubat  was  one  of  few  voices  in  France  that  supported 
the  Union  cause  during  the  American  Civil  War.  He  entertained 
American  visitors  at  his  villa  between  Paris  and  Versailles.12  He  con- 
tinued to  own  property  in  New  York  City  that  included  the  St. 
Nicholas  Hotel  on  Broadway.  This  hotel  was  built  in  1853  and  sur- 
vived the  Civil  War  riots  in  the  city.  The  hotel  closed  in  the  1870's. 

On  June  22,  1829,  Loubat  married  an  American,  Susan  Elizabeth 
Gaillard,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Gaillard  and  Elizabeth  Juliaud.13 
Upon  his  death  in  Paris  on  September  18,  1866,  his  estate  passed  to 
his  wife  and  only  son,  Joseph.14  His  widow  died  in  1885. 15 

The  Loubat's  also  had  a daughter,  Therese  Aimee  Loubat.  She 
was  married  on  March  9,  1853,  to  Alphonse  Charles  Rene  de 
Pechpeyroux  Comminges  Comte  de  Guitaud,  son  of  Achille  Charles 
Augusta  de  Pechpeyroux  Commingus  Comte  de  Guitand  and 
Pauline  Adrienne  de  Meyronnet.16  His  long  title  is  an  indication  of 
at  least  claims  French  nobility,  though  how  he  or  his  family 
acquired  these  titles  is  presently  uncertain.  De  Guitand  worked  as  an 
embassy  secretary.  Therese  died  on  January  7,  1854,  at  age  20. 17 

Life 

Joseph  Florimond  Loubat  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  January 
21,  1831. 18  In  his  early  life  he  studied  under  the  Reverend  John 
MacClusky,  later  a Cardinal  and  life-long  friend.19  He  received  a 
Bachelier  in  Lettres  in  1847  from  the  University  of  Paris.20  Much 
later,  in  1869,  he  received  a Doctor  of  Juris  from  the  University  of 
Jena  with  the  study  of  art,  history,  literature  and  numismatics.21 

He  was  appointed  Attache  to  the  Legation  of  Wurttemberg  in 
185  8. 22  In  1866  the  United  States  Congress  passed  a resolution  to 
congratulate  Czar  Alexander  II  of  Russia  for  escaping  an  assassina- 
tion plot  (A  later  assassination  was  successful  on  March  13,  1881.). 
They  sent  Gustavus  V.  Fox  (1821-1883)  to  present  this  resolution  to 
the  Czar  along  with  thanks  for  Russian  neutrality  during  our  Civil 


12  No  author,  "Death  of  Alphonse  Loubat"  New  York  Times,  October  14, 
1866,  p.  5.  Hereafter  Loubat  Obit  (1866). 

13  Loubat  (1894),  p.  4. 

14  Loubat  Obit  (1866). 

15  Loubat  (1894),  p.  74. 

16  Ibid.,  pp.  8-9:  an  affidavit  filed  in  1893. 

17  Ibid.,  p.  10:  an  affidavit  filed  in  1872. 

18  Ibid.,  pp.  5-6:  an  affidavit  filed  in  1847.  Some  references  give  the  date 
as  January  31. 

19  Ibid.,  p.  143. 

20  Ibid.,  p.  7. 

21  Ibid.,  p.  25-26. 

22  Ibid.,  p.  1 1. 
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War.  Loubat  joined  the  delegation  in  Copenhagen  to  serve  as  secre- 
tary and  wrote  about  the  trip  in  Narrative  of  the  Mission  to  Russia.23 

Also  joining  in  Copenhagen  as  secretary,  was  Edward  Henry 
Green  (1821-1902).  He  returned  home  to  marry  Henrietta  Howland 
"Hetty"  Robinson  (1834-1916).  They  were  parents  of  collector 
Colonel  E.  H.  R.  Green. 

Gentlemen  are  known  for  their  club  memberships.  Loubat  was  a 
member  of  the  Tuxedo  Club,  Knickerbocker  Club,  New  York  Yacht 
Club  and  Metropolitan  Club  of  Washington.  He  was  a member  and 
supporter  of  the  American  Geographical  Society,  New  York 
Historical  Society,  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.24 

Loubat  split  his  time  between  his  New  York  residence  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel  and  his  Paris  residence  at  47  Rue  Dumont  d'Urville.25 
He  was  promoted  to  Commander  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  in  1906. 26 
He  became  a member  of  the  Academie  des  Inscriptions  et  Belles 
Lettres  in  190 7. 27 

In  1898  Loubat  gave  Columbia  University  his  property  at  503- 
511  Broadway  with  an  estimated  value  of  $1,100, 000. 28  This  includ- 
ed the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel  site  inherited  from  his  father.  In  more 
recent  years  this  property  was  called  Loubat  Stores. 

With  this  property,  he  established  the  Gaillard-Loubat  Library 
Endowment  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbia  Library  after  his 
death.  In  return,  Columbia  agreed  to  give  Loubat  an  annual  annuity 
of  $60,000.  Loubat  was  67  at  the  time  of  the  gift  and  lived  to  be  96. 
After  paying  the  annuity  for  a few  years,  Columbia  arranged  for  an 
insurance  company  to  carry  the  risk.  They  paid  about  $700,000  in 
benefits.  By  the  time  of  his  death,  the  value  of  the  property  declined 
to  about  that  amount.29 

Columbia  University  wrote  to  Loubat  in  1899  and  requested  that 
he  sit  for  a portrait  by  the  artist  of  his  choice.30  This  would  remain  at 


23  J.  F.  Loubat,  Narrative  of  the  Mission  to  Russia , in  1866,  of  the  Hon. 
Gustavus  Vasa  Fox  (New  York,  1873),  p.  55. 

24  No  author,  "Joseph  F.  Loubat's  Gift"  New  York  Times,  March  8,  1898, 

p.  1. 

25  Ibid. 

26  No  author,  "Duke  of  Loubat  Promoted"  New  York  Times,  January  25, 
1906,  p.  5. 

27  G.  G.  MacCurdy,  American  Anthropologist  (Menasha,  1927),  p.  340. 

28  No  author,  "Joseph  F.  Loubat's  Gift"  New  York  Times,  March  8,  1898, 

p.  1. 

29  No  author,  "De  Loubat  Fortune  Revealed  by  Will"  New  York  Times, 
November  1,  1927,  p.  30. 

30  Loubat  (1912),  p.  8-9. 
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the  University  and  be  commissioned  at  their  expense.  Later  corre- 
spondence acknowledged  receipt  of  a portrait  by  Madrazo.31 

We  know  little  about  Loubat's  numismatic  interests.  On  October 
7,  1897,  he  was  elected  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Numismatic 
and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  notified  by  corre- 
sponding secretary  Benjamin  Smith  Lyman.32 

Loubat  also  became  an  honorary  member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  and  Archeological  Society  in  1907  following  nomina- 
tion by  Archer  Milton  Huntington.  An  acknowledgment  letter  was 
sent  by  recording  secretary  Bauman  Lowe  Belman.33 

By  this  time  he  lived  in  Paris  and  was  not  an  active  member  of 
the  Society.  Like  so  many  documents  in  his  book,  we  know  from  let- 
ters that  he  was  accepted  as  a member  in  many  clubs.  We  do  not 
know  if  he  ever  attended  their  meetings.  I have  been  unable  to  find 
a description  of  his  numismatic  holdings  or  of  their  disposition. 

Loubat  remained  unmarried  and  died  in  Paris  on  February  28, 
1927.  He  had  an  estate  consisting  of  $230,214  in  cash  and  19,000 
shares  in  New  York  Central  Railroad  stock  worth  $2,731,250.  He 
bequethed  $2,000  each  to  his  janitor  and  three  servants.  He  left  his 
estate  to  a distant  cousin,  Aimee  Gaillard  Johnson  (Mrs.  Bradish 
Johnson).34 

Loubat  gave  an  additional  $10,000  to  the  New  York  Historical 
Society.  He  also  gave  them  his  patents,  decorations  and  certificates 
of  title.  He  left  his  plates  for  The  Medallic  History  to  Columbia 
University.35 

The  Duke 

With  the  influence  of  Cardinal  MacClusky,  Loubat  made  gener- 
ous contributions  to  the  Catholic  Church  including  paintings  and 
memorial  windows.  For  this  Pope  Leo  XIII  made  him  a Count  on 
March  6,  1888. 36  Count  Loubat  presented  a marble  statue  of  the 
Pope  to  the  Catholic  University  at  Washington  on  September  28, 
1891.  The  Carrara  marble  statue  by  Giuseppe  Lucetti  cost  more  than 
$20, 000. 37  It  was  not  long  before  the  Pope  named  Loubat  as  a duke 
in  1893.38 


31  Ibid.,  p.  10.  There  is  more  than  one  artist  with  this  name.  Living  at 
the  time  was  Raimundo  de  Madrazo  y Garreta  (1841-1920). 

32  Ibid.,  p.  3. 

33  Ibid.,  p.  33. 

34  No  author,  "De  Loubat  Fortune  Revealed  by  Will"  New  York  Times, 
November  1,  1927,  p.  30. 

35  Ibid.,  p.  30. 

36  Loubat  (1894),  pp.  94-95. 

37  No  author,  "Statue  of  the  Pope  Unveiled"  New  York  Times,  September 
29,  1891,  p.  8. 

38  Loubat  (1894),  pp.  213-215. 
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In  1870,  the  national  forces  of  Italy  invaded  the  papal  states  and 
assumed  civil  authority  formerly  under  control  of  the  Pope.  The 
Pope  lost  his  temporal  powers.  (The  powers  of  civil  government) 
Subsequently,  the  Pope  granted  titles  more  for  financial  contribu- 
tions than  historical  nobility.  Those  with  legitimate  titles  objected  to 
the  proliferation  of  titles.  The  Consulta  Heraldica  was  established  to 
register  titles  and  family  crests  based  on  historical  nobility.  About 
1924  the  state  of  Italy  ceased  to  honor  any  Papal  titles  granted  after 
1870. 

The  U.  S.  Constitution  prohibits  titles  of  nobility  granted  by  the 
United  States,  but  a proposed  amendment  to  prohibit  citizens  from 
accepting  foreign  titles  was  defeated.  For  Loubat,  the  title  of  Duke 
was  nothing  more  than  an  honorary  title.  Within  American  society, 
he  appeared  to  accept  this.  His  use  of  the  title  in  his  autobiography 
and  the  family  crest  on  his  medal  suggest  that  he  exploited  his  title 
when  he  could. 

In  Europe  Loubat  dined  with  Kings,  Emperors  and  the  Pope.  He 
was  addressed  by  his  titles  in  correspondence.  Although  his  title  was 
not  hereditary,  he  was  treated,  at  least  superficially,  as  a titled  noble- 
man. 

Apparently,  people  with  titles  acquire  other  titles.  In  Russia  he 
was  named  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Stanislas.39  In  Norway  he 
was  named  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Wasa.40  King 
Christian  IX  of  Denmark  named  him  Knight  of  the  order  of 
Dannebrog  in  1880. 41  Georgios  I,  The  King  of  the  Hellenes  (Greece) 
and  son  of  Christian  IX,  gave  Loubat  the  Cross  of  Chevalier  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  the  Redeemer  in  1884. 42 

After  receiving  his  ducal  crown,  it  was  reported  that  Loubat  com- 
plained about  head  colds  from  exposure  to  drafts.  The  Marquis  of 
Modena  asked,  “Since  you're  so  frightened  of  them,  why  didn't  you 
ask  the  Pope  for  a closed  crown?''43 

The  Arms  of  Loubat 

The  decree  from  Pope  Leo  XIII  described  the  arms  for  the  Duke 
de  Loubat.44  At  the  top  is  a shining  ducal  crown  enriched  by  pre- 
cious stones  and  pearls.  From  each  side,  in  the  form  of  a curtain,  is  a 
coat  of  crimson  trimmed  in  ermine.  In  the  center  is  an  azure  shield 
held  by  two  lions.  On  the  shield  are  a gold  lion  with  two  silver  lilies. 
Above  is  a smaller  ducal  crown.  Below  is  the  legend:  ORPHANO  TU 
ERIS  ADIUTOR  (“You  will  be  the  father  of  the  orphans). 


39  Ibid.,  p.  31. 

40  Ibid.,  p.  40. 

41  Ibid.,  pp.  57-58. 

42  Ibid.,  p.  70 

43  G.  de  Diesbach,  Secrets  of  the 

44  Loubat  (1894),  pp.  223-224. 


Gotha  (London, 


1967)  p.  30. 
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His  book  illustrates  at  least  two  different  versions  of  these  arms. 
In  one  the  center  panel  is  shaped  like  a shield  while  in  the  other  the 
panel  is  oval.  His  medal  illustrates  the  family  arms  with  oval  center. 

The  Book 

In  Medallic  History  of  the  United  States  of  America  1776-1876 , 
Loubat  listed  86  medals  authorized  by  Congress  up  to  that  time.  He 
included  extensive  documentation  about  the  events  and  authoriza- 
tion of  these  items.  As  numismatists,  we  view  this  as  a work  on 
medals.  Taken  in  the  context  of  the  rest  of  his  life,  I suspect  Loubat 
viewed  this  as  a work  of  history. 

One  testimonial  by  Philip  Burty  described  the  work: 

The  work  is  so  well  got  up  that  the  severest  critic  can  find 
nothing  to  blame;  the  goodness  and  whiteness  of  the  paper,  the 
width  of  the  margins,  the  uniform  darkness  of  the  ink  on  every 
page,  the  variety  of  the  type,  all  combine  to  do  honour  to  the 
editor  and  the  printer.45 

Loubat  spent  16  years  researching  medals  of  the  United  States 
before  publishing  his  book.  Since  he  intended  to  include  illustra- 
tions, he  needed  to  acquire  examples  of  all  86  medals  described.  This 
was  as  much  a challenge  in  the  1870's  as  it  would  be  today.  He  start- 
ed by  obtaining  bronze  copies  of  those  medals  available  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  A few  other  copies  were  acquired  from  the  Paris 
Mint.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  was  then  able  to  make  copy  dies  from 
the  Paris  Mint  copies. 

Coin  dealer  Charles  Bushnell  provided  casts  of  the  Diplomatic 
medal.  Loubat  found  dies  for  the  Preble  medal  being  used  as  paper 
weights  by  Rear-Admiral  Joseph  Smith  in  the  Navy  Department.  He 
also  returned  dies  for  the  Vanderbilt  Medal  found  in  the  cellar  of  a 
New  York  bank.  Loubat  revealed  that  the  medal  authorized  for  Dr. 
Elisha  Kent  Kane  (1820-57)  had  not  been  struck. 

Somewhat  like  his  autobiographies,  Loubat  reproduced  the  text 
of  resolutions  of  Congress  related  to  the  medals.  He  also  included 
correspondence  supporting  the  accomplishments  of  recipients  of 
medals. 

The  estimated  cost  for  publishing  the  book  was  $25,000,  another 
example  of  his  philanthropy.  He  donated  many  copies  to  institu- 
tions and  recovered  little  of  his  cost  through  sales.  A large  number  of 
remainders  were  discovered  around  1970,  stuck  as  insulation 
between  the  rafters  of  a barn.46 

Loubat  required  the  best  paper  for  his  book  and  acquired  it  from 
Blanchet,  Freres  & Kleber  of  Rives,  France.  The  laid  paper  has 
strength  and  durability  but  is  often  not  uniform  in  thickness  and 


45  Loubat  (1878),  appendix,  p.  2. 

46  C.  Davis,  American  Numismatic  Literature  An  Annotated  Survey  of 
Auction  Sales  1980-1991  (Lincoln,  1992),  p.  120. 
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presents  a challenge  to  the  printer.  Also,  the  untrimmed  sheets  with 
deckle  edges  make  registration  difficult.  In  this  case,  the  printer  did 
an  excellent  job  with  the  materials  provided.  Text  for  the  book  could 
have  been  printed  in  traditional  quarto  size  (9  x 12  inches)  or  the 
modern  8.5  x 11  size.  Instead  it  was  printed  in  folio  size  (12  x 15 
inches)  with  wide  margins. 

While  the  technology  of  photography  was  available  in  1878, 
Loubat  chose  to  illustrate  the  book  with  engravings.  He  commis- 
sioned Jules  Jacquemart  of  Paris  to  engrave  the  plates  and  A.  Salmon 
in  Paris  to  print  the  plates.  Francis  Hart  & Co.  of  New  York  printed 
the  text. 

Listings  of  original  bindings  describe  the  color  as  orange, 
salmon,  or  butterscotch.  Add  soup  and  you  could  make  lunch.  Later 
copies  of  the  book  include  eight  pages  of  reviews  and  testimonials 
bound  at  the  back.  There  are  on  a lower  quality  paper. 

In  1995  Loubat's  copy  of  Medallic  History  was  donated  to 
Georgetown  University  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A(lfred)  Grima  Johnson. 
This  was  described  as  “two  volumes  printed  on  fine  and  large  paper, 
bound  by  Gruel  somewhat  later  in  full  red  morocco  with  Loubat's 
ducal  super  ex-libris  on  each  board.47 

The  book  was  reprinted  in  one  volume  and  half  the  size  in  1967 
by  Norman  Flayderman.48  The  publisher  stated  “In  keeping  with  the 
quality  of  our  other  publications,  we  have  accurately  retained  the 
character  of  the  original  edition."  Davis  called  this  “the  greatest  bib- 
liophilic  lie  in  numismatics."49 

Loubat  published  other  books  on  his  life  but  this  was  his  only 
work  requiring  extensive  study.  He  must  have  thought  it  was  impor- 
tant as  several  documents  in  his  personal  book  relate  to  production 
of  his  book  and  donations  to  institutions.50 

Loubat  Portraits 

After  his  donation  to  Columbia,  the  University  wrote  to  request 
that  Loubat  sit  for  a portrait  by  the  artist  of  his  choice.  Shortly  after- 
ward they  wrote  to  thank  him  for  the  donation  of  a portrait  by 
Madrazo. 


47  No  author,  "Joseph  Florimond,  Due  de  Loubat"  Georgetown  University > 
Library  Associates  Newsletter  37,  Winter  1995  at  <gulib.lausun.georgetown. 
edu>. 

48  J.  F.  Loubat,  Medallic  History  of  the  United  States  of  America  1776-1876 
(New  Milford,  1967). 

49  Davis  (1992),  p.  120. 

50  Loubat  (1894),  authorization  from  the  Department  of  State  p.28, 
acknowledgment  from  the  Union  Club  p.  38,  New  York  Historical  Society  p. 
39,  Academie  Des  Inscriptions  et  Belles-Lettres  p.  43,  Kaiserlich  Deutsche 
Gesandtschaft  p.  48,  Legation  de  Espana  p.  50,  Des  Grossherzoglich 
Badischen  Staats-Minsteriums  pp.  52-3. 
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The  painting,  34  x 29  inches,  shows  the  Due  from  the  waist  up. 
This  was  painted  by  Don  Raimundo  de  Madrazo  y Garretta  (1841- 
1920).  It  is  still  at  Columbia  although  it  is  in  storage  in  fragile  condi- 
tion with  many  tears.51 

The  frontispiece  of  Le  Due  de  Loubat,  1831-1894,  is  a portrait 
signed  by  Madrazo  in  '93.  This  is  the  cover  illustration  for  this  issue 
of  The  Asylum.  The  style  is  similar  to  a portrait  by  Federico  de 
Madrazo  y Kuntz  (1815-1894),  the  father  of  Don  Romundo. 
Although  1 tried  to  match  the  signature  with  other  paintings  by 
either  artist,  I have  been  unsuccessful.  Several  art  reference  works  list 
the  known  works  by  an  artist.  1 have  not  found  the  Loubat  portraits 
listed. 

The  frontispiece  of  Le  Due  de  Loubat,  1894-1912,  is  a similar  but 
different  portrait.  Originally  1 thought  this  was  a photograph  so  1 
didn't  try  to  identify  an  artist. 

It  is  possible  that  the  portraits  were  in  France  at  the  time  of  his 
death  and  remain  there.  Their  current  location  remain  a mystery  to 
me,  although  I suspect  that  somebody  knows. 

Loubat  Medals 

Two  medals  for  Loubat  were  produced  by  Frederic-Charles  Victor 
de  Vernon.52  The  first  bears  a bust  of  Loubat  facing  left  with  the  leg- 
end "JOSEPH  FLORIMOND  DUC  DE  LOUBAT."  The  reverse  legend 
states,  "ELU  / ASSOCIE  ETANGER  / DE  L'INSTITUT  / ACADEMIE  / 
DES  INSCRIPTIONS  / BELLES-LETTERS  / 29  NOV.  / 1907." 

The  second  medal  has  the  head  of  Loubat  facing  left  with  the 
legend  "JOSEPH  FLORIMOND  DUC  DE  LOUBAT."  The  reverse  illus- 
trates the  arms  of  the  Duke  as  decreed  by  the  Pope.  Both  medals 
were  produced  in  59  and  72  mm  diameter. 

Considering  Loubat's  other  attempts  at  self  promotion,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  Loubat  commissioned  those  medals.  As  he  did  with  his 
books,  he  probably  gave  these  to  friends  and  associates.53 

Anthropologist 

In  addition  to  numismatics,  Loubat  was  a student  of  history  and 
anthropology.  His  contributions  to  archaeology  were  more  as  a 
financier  than  as  a digger  and  are  reflected  in  club  memberships.  For 
example,  he  was  elected  as  a life  member  of  The  National 
Geographical  Society  on  November  10,  1898. 54  Between  1904  and 

51  Email  correspondence  with  Lillian  Vargas  at  Columbia  University. 

52  (no  author)  Catalogue  General  Illustre  des  Editions  de  la  Monnaie  de 
Paris,  ol.  3 (Paris,  1977)  p.  395. 

53  The  author  has  been  looking  for  these  for  a number  of  years.  One 
appeared  in  a mail  bid  sale  by  Presidential  Coin  & Antique  Company,  Inc., 
Auction  74,  Dec.  12,  2005,  lot  2252.  Unfortunately,  I discovered  this  two 
weeks  after  the  end  of  the  sale.  The  piece  realized  $16,  considerably  less  than 
I might  have  paid. 

54  Loubat  (1912),  p.  13. 
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1914,  he  funded  excavations  at  an  ancient  site  on  the  Greek  Island 
of  Delos.  Loubat  was  a delegate  several  times  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Americanists  and  served  as  president  or  honorary  president.55 

On  May  24,  1905,  Loubat  was  elected  as  a member  of  the 
Hispanic  Society  of  America.56  President  at  the  time  was  Archer 
Milton  Huntington.  On  June  17,  1907,  the  Society  presented  Loubat 
with  their  silver  medal.57  Later  on  January  12,  1909,  he  was  elected 
to  the  advisory  board  of  the  Society.  Huntington  learned  in  1911 
that  Loubat  had  a portrait  bust  and  asked  if  the  Society  could  acquire 
a copy.58 

Loubat  also  joined  the  Sociedad  de  Geografia  Y Estadista  Mexico 
(Geographic  Society  of  Mexico)  in  1898. 59  He  wrote  to  the  Mexican 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  recommend  the  formation  of  a 
Mexican  Society  of  Archaeology.60  Loubat  was  interested  in  the  exca- 
vation of  sites  at  San  Juan  Testihuacan.  Although  Loubat  considered 
excavating  these  himself,  the  scope  of  the  project  was  too  large  for 
him.  When  vegetation  was  cleared  from  he  site,  Loubat  wrote  about 
preservation  of  frescos  from  damage  by  rain.61 

Many  Aztec  documents  were  destroyed  by  the  Spanish  in  the  six- 
teenth century  as  areas  of  what  is  now  Mexico  were  conquered. 
Loubat  spoke  of  these  in  an  address  to  the  Congress  of  Americanists. 
More  importantly  he  funded  the  publication  of  several  of  these 
codices  to  preserve  their  information.62 

Philanthropist 

Probably  more  than  any  other  title,  Loubat  was  known  as  a phil- 


55  Loubat  attended  the  conferences  held  in  Stockholm,  1894;  Paris, 
1900;  New  York,  1902;  Stuttgart,  1904.  The  Congresses  dealt  with  the  histo- 
ry and  early  cultures  of  the  New  World. 

56  Loubat  (1912),  p.  31. 

57  Ibid.,  p.  34. 

58  Ibid.,  p.  46. 

59  Ibid.,  p.  52. 

60  Ibid.,  p.  54. 

61  Ibid.,  p.  56. 

62  See  for  example:  E.  Seler,  Codex  Vaticanus  No.  3773  (Codex  Vaticanus 
B)  : an  old  Mexican  pictorial  manuscript  in  the  Vatican  Library  / published  at  the 
expense  of  His  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Loubat,  2 vols  (Edinburgh,  1902-1903);  E. 
Seler,  Codex  Borgia,  eine  altmexikanische  bilderschrift  der  Bibliothek  der 
Congregatio  de  propaganda  fide,  lirsg.  aufkosten  Seiner  Excellenz  des  herzogs  von 
Loubat,  3 vols.  (Berlin,  1904-1909);  E.  Seler,  Codex-Fejervary-Mayer  eine  alt- 
mexikanische bilderhandschrift  der  Free  public  museums  in  Liverpool  12014/M 
aufkosten  seiner  excellenz  des  herzogs  von  Loubat  (Berlin,  1901);  E.  Seler,  Codex 
Magliabecchiano  XIII.  3 : manuscrit  mexicain  post-Colombien  de  la 
Bibliothe'l€que  nationale  de  Florence  / reproduit  en  photochromographie  aux  frais 
du  due  de  Louba  (Rome,  1904). 
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anthropist.  He  contributed  rare  books  and  manuscripts  to  Columbia 
University  (then  known  as  Columbia  College). 

In  1892,  Loubat  contributed  $7000  to  Columbia  College  to 
establish  the  Loubat  prize  for  the  best  works  in  English.  The  interest 
was  to  fund  a first  prize  of  $1000  and  a second  prize  of  $400  to  be 
awarded  once  every  five  years.63 

Some  seven  years  later,  Loubat  contributed  300,000  Marks  to 
establish  a professorship  for  Americans  at  the  University  of  Berlin.64 
He  established  the  Loubat  Professorship  of  American  Archaeology  at 
Columbia  College  with  an  endowment  of  $100,000  in  1903.  He  also 
established  a professorship  at  the  College  de  France  in  Paris.65 

Yachtsman 

Perhaps  it  is  a cliche  that  rich  men  own  yachts.  Loubat  owned 
the  schooner-yacht  Enchantress , described  as  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  elegant  ever  launched.  He  visited  England  and  the  continent 
while  entertaining  foreign  dignitaries  on  board. 

The  decade  of  1870-80  was  the  first  great  era  of  yacht  racing.  The 
Dreadnought  won  the  first  running  of  the  Cape  May  Challenge  Cup, 
conducted  by  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  in  1872.  Loubat  challenged 
the  winner  with  a side  bet  of  $1000.  The  Enchantress  defeated  the 
Dreadnought  and  all  others  in  the  second  running  of  the  cup  in  1873. 

In  1875,  Loubat  and  The  Enchantress  visited  Stockholm,  Sweden. 
This  was  the  first  visit  of  an  American  yacht  to  that  city.  Along  with 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Hamilton  Fish,  Loubat  had  dinner  at  the 
palace  with  King  Oscar  II.  On  the  following  day,  the  king  joined 
other  dignitaries  for  lunch  on  the  yacht.  Loubat  was  made  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Royal  Swedish  Yacht  Club.66  Joseph  F.  Loubat 
was  the  name  of  a luxury  pilot  boat  that  sailed  in  the  1890's. 

In  1887  Loubat  wrote  A Yachtsman's  Scrap  Book.67  Although  the 
book  is  in  a handful  of  institutional  libraries,  the  author  was  unable 
to  borrow  one  through  interlibrary  loan. 

Scandal!!! 

While  Loubat  was  both  a numismatic  scholar  and  a well  known 
philanthropist,  he  was  also  human  and  like  everyone  else  he  could 
make  enemies.  In  the  1880s  he  became  entangled  in  a scandal  that 
was  covered  heavily  in  newspapers  of  the  time.  His  conversation 

63  Loubat  (1894),  pp.  192-195.  The  author  could  not  find  a record  of 
recent  Loubat  awards. 

64  No  author,  "Gift  of  the  Duke  De  Loubat"  New  York  Times , September 
11,  1899,  p.  1. 

65  MacCurdy  (1927)  p.  340. 

66  Loubat  (1894),  pp.  32-33. 

67  J.  F.  Loubat,  A Yachtsman's  Scrap  Book:  or , the  Ups  and  Downs  of  Yacht 
Racing  (New  York,  1887).  Although  1 found  Loubat's  other  titles  at  the  book- 
sellers, 1 have  not  seen  an  offering  of  this  title. 
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with  Henry  Turnbull  after  ten  o'clock  on  November  28,  1881,  creat- 
ed a split  within  the  Union  Club.68 

In  one  version  of  the  story,  Turnbull  asked  Loubat  why  he  had 
not  married.  He  replied,  "Nobody  would  have  me,  1 am  not  rich 
enough."  Turnbull  turned  the  topic  to  a well-known  wealthy  widow 
they  both  knew.  It  is  alleged  that  Loubat  replied,  "Why  should  I 
marry  her  when  I've  been  trying  for  ten  years  to her  daugh- 

ter?" 

What  is  considered  vulgar  language  may  change  over  the  years. 
Perhaps  a word  we  think  of  to  fill  the  blank  today  is  not  the  word 
used  in  1881.  Whatever  the  word,  it  was  considered  too  vulgar  to 
print. 

Turnbull  was  outraged.  "Any  man  who  would  make  use  of  such 
language  as  that  is  a dirty,  low  blackguard  and  is  not  fit  to  be  a 
member  of  any  club  and  should  not  be  admitted  to  any  gentleman's 
house." 

Although  Turnbull  vowed  that  he  would  never  speak  to  Loubat 
again,  the  feud  continued  through  correspondence.  While  Loubat 
was  in  San  Francisco,  Turnbull  announced  at  a Union  Club  ball  that 
Loubat  was  no  gentleman.  In  May  of  1882  Turnbull  distributed  a 
thousand  copies  of  his  charges.  (This  would  be  a great  piece  of 
numismatic  ephemera.)  When  Loubat  returned  from  San  Francisco, 
he  apologized  to  the  woman  and  her  daughter  for  whatever  he  said. 

Loubat  denied  the  charges.  He  called  upon  Arthur  L.  Willing  and 
Eban  Kimball  as  witnesses  to  support  his  side.  The  Union  Club  was 
divided  in  loyalty  with  supporters  of  Turnbull  called  the  "Old  Hens" 
and  supporters  of  Loubat  called  the  "Young  Roosters." 

Loubat  traveled  to  Virginia  and  there  were  suggestions  that  a 
duel  might  take  place.  Turnbull  stayed  out  of  Virginia. 

Loubat  was  one  of  six  life  members  of  the  Union  Club,  having 
paid  $1000  for  his  membership.  The  club  had  no  precedent  for 
expelling  a member.  Officers  of  the  club  considered  the  suggestion 
of  a duel  as  they  contemplated  the  fate  of  Loubat.  The  board  passed 
a vote  to  censure  Turnbull  for  his  actions. 

Loubat  received  a tougher  penalty.  When  the  issue  came  before 
the  board  of  the  Union  Club,  they  voted  18  to  4 to  expel  Loubat. 
Many  members  were  outraged  at  the  decision  and  signed  a petition 
asking  the  board  to  reconsider  their  judgment. 

Loubat  challenged  the  decision  in  court.  In  1884  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York  upheld  the  expulsion.  Joseph  H.  Choat  represent- 
ed Loubat  in  court.  Two  years  later  Loubat  won  his  case  on  appeal. 
Although  the  court  returned  his  rights  of  membership,  he  never  set 
foot  in  the  club  again. 


68  No  author,  "Joseph  F.  Loubat's  Gift"  New  York  Times,  March  8,  1898, 
page  1.  The  incident  received  much  attention  in  papers  of  the  time.  The 
story  is  told  in  C.  Amory,  Who  Killed  Society?  (New  York,  1960)  pp.  189-196. 
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Perhaps  he  became  disenchanted  with  New  York  society.  His  vis- 
its to  America  became  less  frequent  and  he  lived  his  last  30  years  in 
Paris.  His  acceptance  in  other  clubs  continued  and  he  continued  to 
receive  honors  from  governments  around  the  world. 

Conclusions 

From  the  above  it  can  be  seen  that  Joseph  Florimond,  Due  de 
Loubat,  was  a prominat  citizen,  businessman  and  philanthropist  in 
both  America  and  Europe.  He  is  best  known  among  American 
numismatist  for  his  study  of  United  States  medals.  Despite  the  pas- 
sage of  more  that  a century  this  monograph  remains  one  of  the 
foundations  of  the  subject.  However,  as  the  writer  has  demonstrated 
Loubat's  interests  were  far  more  wide  ranging.  He  was  interested  in 
promoting  scholarship  in  a number  of  areas  by  joining  various 
learned  societies,  endowing  universites  and  funding  the  publication 
of  important  historical  documents.  He  also  enjoyed  the  lifestyle  of  a 
wealthy  man  by  belonging  to  exclusive  clubs  and  partaking  in  the 
sports  of  the  upper  classes.  Loubat  certainly  had  his  flaws  but  he  left 
behind  an  important  numismatic  and  scholarly  legassy. 

Some  Notes  About  the  Research 

In  an  effort  to  generate  more  articles,  Asylum  editor  Tom  Fort 
asked  bibliophiles  to  write  a few  words  about  a favorite  book. 
Apparently  I am  not  a man  of  a few  words.  I became  intrigued  by 
the  story  of  Joseph  Loubat  and  obsessed  with  my  research. 

My  personal  library  will  support  research  up  to  a point. 
Although  I did  several  searches  in  the  Internet,  I prefer  to  read  books 
that  I can  hold  in  my  hand.  When  I get  serious,  I go  to  the  Wilson 
Library  at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  I was  initially  frustrated  that 
I could  not  find  more  there  on  Loubat. 

Staff  at  the  research  desk  at  the  University  provided  a great 
source.  The  University  subscribes  to  a database  that  allows  full  text 
search  of  articles  in  the  New  York  Times.69  I could  have  used  this  in 
the  past  and  expect  I will  use  it  again  in  the  future. 

Although  it  may  take  a while,  I can  usually  get  obscure  publica- 
tions through  inter-library  loan.  I put  in  requests  for  Loubat's 
Yachtsman's  Scrapbook  and  Le  Due  chi  Loubat  1831-1894.  After  a cou- 
ple of  weeks  I was  notified  that  my  library  could  not  find  an  institu- 
tion willing  to  loan  either  publication. 

I used  an  Internet  search  to  see  if  either  book  was  available  for 
sale.  I found  a couple  of  copies  available  from  booksellers  in  France.  I 
was  reluctant  to  try  that.  Later  I tried  another  search  and  found  a 
copy  of  Le  Due  Du  Loubat  available  at  a fair  price  from  the  famous 
Powells  in  Portland.  I visited  Portland  twice  to  attend  ANA  conven- 
tions but  could  not  find  the  time  to  visit  Powells  although  I knew 


69  ProQuest  Historical  Newspapers  The  New  York  Times  (1851-2001). 
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they  had  a great  inventory.  I put  my  credit  card  numbers  into  their 
system  and  received  the  book  about  a week  later. 

My  sister  helped  a little  with  translations  and  I have  a couple  of 
foreign  language  dictionaries  in  my  library.  I also  used  "babel  fish" 
for  translations.  The  French  salutation,  "Cher  fils"  (Dear  son)  trans- 
lates as  "expensive  wire."  Still,  the  babel  fish  translations  provide  a 
start  for  fine-tuning  the  translation.  I am  sure  I could  have  found 
other  information  if  translation  of  foreign  language  documents  was 
not  so  cumbersome. 

I appreciate  the  efforts  of  editor  E.  Tomlinson  Fort  who  reviewed 
a draft  and  made  valuable  suggestions.  I found  that  compiling  the 
footnotes  took  more  time  than  composing  the  text.  With  each  draft 
the  number  and  order  of  footnotes  changed  including  the  relative 
order  of  first  and  subsequent  references. 

For  my  research,  1 used  resources  that  were  not  available  ten 
years  ago.  Today  we  expect  to  find  needed  information  in  seconds. 
We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  16  years  of  effort  required  by  Loubat 
to  conduct  his  research. 

I believe  I found  considerable  information  on  Loubat  not  previ- 
ously presented  in  numismatic  publications.  Still,  the  man  remains  a 
mystery  to  me  and  many  questions  remain.  Perhaps  someday  more 
light  will  be  shed  on  this  man's  facinating  career. 


Coinage  On  Postcards:  The  Cambist’s 
Glorious  Last  Hurrah* 

by  David  D.  Gladfelter 

II:  The  Heimbrecht  years  c.  1912-mid  1920s 

After  1910,  toward  the  end  of  Hugo  Semmler's  coin  card  produc- 
tion, multilingual  names  began  to  be  used  to  identify  the  countries 
whose  coins  were  depicted  on  the  cards.  This  eliminated  the  need 
for  separate  press  runs  of  the  German,  French  and  English  inscrip- 
tions. Thus,  a single  coin  card  with  the  names  "Schweiz/Suisse/ 
Switzerland/Suiza"  (in  German,  French,  English  and  Spanish,  respec- 
tively) served  where  three  were  needed  before  (the  Spanish  inscrip- 
tion was  new).  On  the  tables,  the  names  of  the  countries  were 
removed  and  only  the  names  of  the  currencies  remained.  These  late 
Semmler  cards  have  no  maker's  identification. 

About  1912,  a new  imprint  began  to  appear  on  the  backs  of  the 
multilingual  cards:  "M.  H.  Berlin-Schbg./Made  in  Germany."  The  ini- 
tials are  those  of  Max  Heimbrecht,  a "Buchhandlung  und  Karten- 
Verlag"  (bookseller  and  postcard  publisher)  whose  shop  was  then 
located  at  7 Herbertstrasse,  Schoneburg,  a southwestern  suburb  of 
Berlin.  The  early  Heimbrecht  coin  card  face  designs  are  identical 
with  those  of  Semmler,  indicating  that  Heimbrecht  was  Semmler's 
successor.  The  back  designs  are  only  slightly  modified  from  those  of 
Semmler. 

For  a time,  Heimbrecht's  cards  continued  to  be  distributed  by 
Fortuna  Hornung,  whose  ink  stamp  advertisement,  previously  seen 
on  the  Semmler  cards,  appears  on  those  of  Heimbrecht  as  well. 
However,  her  distributorship  was  not  exclusive,  as  indicated  by 
Heimbrecht's  own  ink  stamp  on  his  cards.  Heimbrecht  issued  an 
album,  similar  to  that  of  Hornung,  with  23  stiff  paper  pages  slotted 
so  as  to  hold  a collection  of  45  (or  46)  of  his  coin  cards,  two  to  each 
page,  one  card  to  be  mounted  on  the  front  of  the  page  and  one  on 
the  back.  [Figure  1|  This  album,  like  that  of  Hornung,  has  a label 
inside,  along  with  a brochure,  each  identifying  Heimbrecht  by  name 
and  address. 

About  1913  or  1914,  Heimbrecht  moved  his  business  to 
Oranienburg-Eden,  a suburb  north  of  Berlin,  and  changed  the 
imprint  on  his  coin  cards  to  reflect  this  new  location.  Some  cards 
with  the  new  address  continued  to  bear  the  ink  stamp  of  the 
Viennese  distributor  Hornung,  but  not  for  long.  In  1914  one  Alfred 
Josef  Bliimel  put  out  his  own  dated  coin  card  album.  He  used  the 
same  Vienna  mailing  address  as  Hornung,  Postfach  (post  office  box) 


* Continued  from  The  Asylum  23  (2005),  pp.  80-85.  The  author  wishes 
to  thank  Roger  A.  Moore  for  his  help  with  the  digital  photography. 


Figure  1 

A.  J.  Bliimel's  1914  coin  card  album. 
Holds  collection  of  45  cards 
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6 in  District  8,  and  the  same  physical  address,  Josefstadterstrasse  82. 
Thereafter,  Hornung's  name  disappears  from  the  cards.  It  is  evident 
that  Bliimel  was  Hornung's  business  successor. 

World  War  I changed  the  map  of  Europe,  but  these  changes  were 
slow  to  appear  on  Heimbrecht's  coin  cards.  He  was  still  producing 
them  from  Oranienburg-Eden  as  late  as  1921,  no  longer  displaying 
the  national  flags  thereon.  In  that  year  he  issued  a list  of  the  38 
countries  and  40  coin  cards  then  included  in  "Die  Geldsorten  aller 
Lander"  collection.  Missing  from  the  list,  which  is  reproduced  here- 
in, are  cards  for  Ireland  (now  a free  state),  Ecuador,  Morocco,  the  for- 
mer European  colonies  of  Dutch  East  Indies  (Indonesia),  German 
New  Guinea  (Papua)  and  German  East  Africa  (Tanzania),  and  the 
Papal  States  (Vatican  City),  all  of  which  had  been  issued  prewar.  No 
cards  had  yet  appeared  for  the  Republic  of  Poland  or  for  the  Soviet 
Union. 


Ill:  Walter  Erhard,  mid- 1920s  to  1937 

Max  Heimbrecht,  who  had  taken  over  production  of  Hugo 
Semmler's  line  of  cambist  postcards,  was  in  turn  succeeded  by 
Walter  Erhard,  of  Waiblingen,  Germany,  near  Stuttgart.  Erhard's  ear- 
liest postcards  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  late  Heimbrecht 
cards  except  by  the  imprint  on  the  back.  It  is  these  early  Erhard 
cards,  along  with  possibly  some  late  Heimbrecht  ones,  that  form  the 
content  of  A.  J.  Bliimel's  "American  Edition  1926-27"  of  The  Coinage 
of  Different  Countries , 1 grandiosely  subtitled  "A  Scientific  Book 
Dedicated  to  His  Excellency  the  President  Calwin  (sic)  Coolidge". 
[Figure  2]  In  my  copy  of  this  book,  the  Erhard  imprint  can  be  seen 
under  one  of  the  loosely  mounted  cards,  which  dates  the  beginning 
of  Erhard's  coin  card  production  at  the  latest  to  the  1926-27  period. 

This  book  contains  44  regular  coin  cards  with  tissue  guards,  plus 
one  in  the  back  without  images  for  Austria.  This  last  card  states,  in 
six  languages  (English,  French,  Czech,  German,  Italian  and  Spanish), 
that  "the  reproduction  of  the  Austrian  coins  is  forbidden  in  Austria 
by  the  law".  There  is  an  explanation  of  the  then  new  Austrian  mone- 
tary unit,  the  schilling,  and  a table  of  exchange  rates  (with  a few 
errors)  for  seven  other  currencies  including  the  dollar.  Separately 
from  the  book,  Erhard  published  a special  coin  card  for  Austria  dis- 
playing the  schilling,  its  decimals  and  multiples,  with  the  same 
exchange  table  (and  errors),  with  a warning  (in  German)  that  the 
sending  of  the  card  to  Austria  was  strictly  forbidden. 

Bliimel,  distributor  and  self-proclaimed  "editor"  of  the  book,  was 
of  course  Austrian,  and  the  book  is  stamped  "Made  in  Austria" 
although  the  cards  themselves  were  made  in  Germany.  On  the 


1 K.W.  Brown,  "A  Study  of  Embossed  Coin  Books,"  The  Asylum  2/4 
(1984),  pp.  25-26  the  second  of  the  two  listings  under  No.  33. 


mBmKm 

n Ite  i . ""x,‘ 

;V.;v 


§&l|t;r<  ' • IIhIh 

|S» 

, - < Vvv-  -v'  < < < '.*,,< 


mm  Ml  mm 

V . ~ '■>  V s ^ 


Figure  2 

Bliimel's  postwar  edition  of  The  Coinage  of  Different 
Countries  with  coin  cards  printed  by  Walter  Erhard 
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inside  front  cover  is  an  advertisement  for  the  Wiener  Bank-Verein, 
an  international  banking  house  with  branches  (according  to  the 
advertisement)  in  Yugoslavia,  Hungary,  Romania,  Italy, 
Czechoslovakia  and  Poland,  with  a named  representative  in  New 
York.  What  connection,  if  any,  existed  between  Bliimel  and  this 
bank  is  not  stated,  nor  whether  the  bank  had  any  role  in  distribution 
of  the  books,  but  the  presence  of  the  advertisement  suggests  at  least 
a sponsorship  of  the  publication.  A signature  in  a child's  handwrit- 
ing appears  in  my  copy  of  this  book;  possibly  a traveler  bought  it  as 
a gift  for  the  child,  again  suggesting  that  the  book  served  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  tourism. 

New  cards  appearing  in  this  book  are  for:  Czechoslovakia, 
Danzig  Free  State  (Gdansk),  Estonia,  Yugoslavia  (in  place  of  Serbia), 
Latvia,  Poland,  and  the  U.S.S.R.(in  place  of  Russia).  The  cards  of 
Ecuador,  Morocco  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies  (Indonesia)  are  back, 
but  an  equivalent  number  of  cards  of  other  countries  have  been 
dropped  so  as  to  keep  the  count  constant  at  45  cards. 

About  1930,  Erhard  moved  his  coin  card  business  from 
Waiblingen  to  Altensteig  in  Wtirttemberg,  about  60  kilometers  (35 
miles)  to  the  southwest.  He  began  adding  dates  to  his  imprint  on  the 
cards;  those  having  dates  from  the  Altensteig  location  have  1930 
and  1931.  In  1932  another  move  occurred  to  the  nearby  town  of 
Wildberg.  Most  of  the  cards  produced  at  Wildberg  are  dated  1932, 
with  a few  dated  1937.  Intermediate  dates  have  not  been  seen. 

Erhard  attempted  to  keep  "Die  Geldsorten  aller  Lander"  current 
by  adding  new  countries  and  updating  the  cards  in  the  collection.  A 
notice  dated  February,  1933,  to  purchasers  of  the  collection  directs 
them  to  add  new  cards  for  Egypt  and  Denmark  and  retain  the  old 
ones,  but  to  remove  the  card  for  Liechtenstein  because  that  country 
was  then  (as  now)  using  Swiss  currency.  This  notice  mentions  anoth- 
er Erhard  collection,  "Die  Banknoten  aller  Lander,"  but  I have  not 
seen  any  of  his  banknote  cards. 

Starting  in  1932,  country  code  numbers,  some  with  letters  as 
well,  begin  appearing  on  the  Erhard  cards.  The  highest  code  number 
seen  is  58,  so  the  set  did  expand.  Erhard  continued  to  issue  albums 
for  the  cards,  with  brochures,  similar  to  those  of  Hornung, 
Heimbrecht  and  Blumel  described  above.  One  of  Erhard's  albums 
has  25  slotted  pages,  sufficient  to  hold  50  cards.  Erhard  also  issued 
sets  of  cards  in  boxes  (replacing  the  earlier  folders). 

The  quality  of  the  metallic  inks  (especially  the  gold  color)  used 
by  Erhard,  as  well  as  the  sharpness  of  the  embossing,  is  not  up  to 
that  of  his  predecessors.  This,  along  with  the  absence  of  the  colorful 
flags,  gives  his  cards  a somewhat  somber  appearance.  On  the  plus 
side,  the  addition  to  the  collection  of  new  country  cards,  some  of 
them  quite  scarce,  makes  them  sought  after  by  collectors.  I have  not 
seen  a list  published  by  Erhard  of  the  cards  included  in  his  collec- 
tion. The  contents  of  the  collection  probably  varied  over  time.  A 
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trial  list  of  the  different  countries  seen  appears  at  the  end  of  this  arti- 
cle; it  is  not  intended  to  be  a complete  list. 

Erhard,  the  last  of  the  cambist  postcard  publishers,  ceased  busi- 
ness prior  to  outbreak  of  World  War  II.  Toward  the  end  of  this  peri- 
od, he  issued  a special  line  of  cards  of  Mediterranean  countries  (Italy, 
Greece,  Syria,  Palestine  and  Egypt  have  been  seen)  for  the  Hamburg- 
South  American  Steamship  Line's  Mediterranean  cruises.  Illustrated 
herein  is  one  of  them  with  an  ink  stamp  over  the  exchange  rate 
table.  [Figure  3]  Translated,  the  message  on  the  stamp  reads:  "This 
rate  schedule  is  no  longer  valid.  The  standard  for  exchange  is  the 
daily  posting." 

Thus  passed  the  cambist  out  of  existence,  having  been  elevated 
to  an  art  form  on  the  postcard. 

Appendix  1 

A note  on  research  methods  and  sources: 

An  astute  reader  will  notice  the  frequent  use  herein  of  such 
weasel  words  as  "presumably"  and  "it  appears  that  ..."  and  will  cor- 
rectly conclude  that  the  factual  statements  made  largely  derive  from 
deductive  reasoning,  not  a very  reliable  research  method.  The  truth 
is  that  I was  unable  to  locate  a single  biographical  or  historical  refer- 
ence to  Herren  Semmler,  Heimbrecht,  Erhard  and  Bliimel  or  to  Frau 
Hornung!  The  statements  in  these  articles  are  based  solely  on  infor- 
mation appearing  on  the  coin  cards,  books  and  albums  themselves 
and  on  the  brochures  and  advertisements  that  accompany  them. 
Nevertheless,  because  of  the  dearth  of  published  information  on  this 
form  of  "exolit"  available  to  me  in  numismatic  channels,  I decided 
to  write  the  articles  as  a starting  point  for  further  research. 

Two  articles  mentioning  "cambist"  coin  cards  were  found:  [No 
author],  "Money  on  post  cards,"  Post  Card  Digest , Jan-Feb  1988,  page 
3,  and  A.  B.  Schofield,  "Coin  Cards,"  a tear  sheet  from  an  unknown 
periodical.  These  articles  do  not  go  much  beyond  discussion  of  the 
coin  card  varieties.  A request  for  information  was  made  via  our  wide- 
ly read  on-line  weekly  sister  publication,  The  E-Sylum.  Responses 
were  received,  but  no  new  information. 

Some  of  the  information  used  in  these  articles  was  obtained 
from  David  Bush,  Marty  Shapiro  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  I am  appre- 
ciative. 

If  more  can  be  said  on  this  topic  (and  I'm  sure  that  it  can),  1 
hope  that  my  fellow  collectors  will  say  it. 


^yX'Xv-J 


Figure  3 

A fond  farewell  to  the  cambist  postcard 
Admire  the  coins,  but  rely  no  more  on  the  exchange  rate  table 
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Appendix  2 

Trial  list  of  new  country  cards  by  Erhard  (with  codes  where 
known): 

Albania  47a 

Belgian  Congo 

Czechoslovakia 

Danzig  Free  State  (Gdansk)  4a 

Estonia  44a 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Iceland  57 

Irish  Free  State  53 

Poland 

New  Zealand  58 

Palestine 

Syria 

Liechtenstein 

Multiple  cards  were  issued  for: 

Sweden  16 
China 
Germany  5 
Egypt  21 
Denmark  3 
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